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Royal Philips Electronics is acquir- 
ing Dresden-based multi-band 
wireless LAN chip maker System- 
onic. The deal should close in the 
first quarter of 2o03 but no finan- 
cial terms are available. Currently 
the company's semi division sup- 
plies 802.11b radios and base- 
band/MAC chips to some OEMs. 
Philips' 802.11b solution will, in 
fact, be powering the wireless LAN 
connectivity in the first laptops to 
ship next year with Inters new 
Banias Mobile Platform. Later in 
2003, Banias will use Inters own 
dual-band chips. 
Nichia teams up with Sony 
Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc., has releas- 
ed a new, regenerable ammonia 
purification media called NAN- 
OCHEM NHX-Plus that is capable of 
removing water, oxygen, free and 
"complexed" C02, as well as 
dopant impurities down to detec- 
tion limits of current analytical 
techniques. Also on the ammonia 
front, BOC Edwards, (http://www. 
bocedwards.com/) through its BOC 
Lienhwa joint venture, has begun 
high purity ammonia production at 
its electronic materials plant in 
Taiwan. The facility is designed to 
produce high purity ammonia for 
the semiconductor, LCD and FPD 
industries - initially for local con- 
sumption in Taiwan, and later 
throughout he Asian region includ- 
ing Singapore, Malaysia and China. 
Nichia Corporation and Sony 
Corporation have reached a
basic agreement whereby they 
will jointly develop blue-violet 
laser diodes, in mass-production 
level, for use in optical disc 
recording and playback by 
spring 2003 following the joint 
development s arted in June 
2002. In order to accelerate the 
joint development to meet mar- 
ket demands, the two compa- 
nies also have reached a basic 
agreement to create an environ- 
ment where they can share 
their respective technologies, 
patents and know-how. 
Great demand is expected for 
blue-violet laser diodes as a 
key device in large-capacity 
optical disc recording and 
playback, to meet the needs of 
the broadband era. Sony and 
Nichia have independently 
pursued research and develop- 
ment in the area of blue-violet 
laser diodes, and each compa- 
ny now has a considerable 
number of intellectual proper- 
ties, such as process patents 
and technological know-how. 
With this agreement, the two 
companies are enabled to pro- 
duce excellent blue-violet laser 
diodes in a short period by 
integrating and utilizing their 
respective technologies. 
Sony and Nichia have reached 
the agreement through 
recognition of the significance 
of meeting market demands by 
expediting the joint develop- 
ment of blue-violet laser diodes 
actively in the field of optical 
disc recording and playback. 
Specifically, the two companies 
will jointly develop 405 nm 
high output blue-violet laser 
diodes for "Blu-ray Disc", a next 
generation large-capacity opti- 
cal disc video recording for- 
mat, and they will enhance 
their technological level for 
mass production planned for 
spring 2003. Once mass pro- 
duction has begun, the two 
companies will respectively 
manufacture and sell the 
products resulting from joint 
development. 
Test Coach (http://www.test- 
coachcorp.com) has launched the 
'FINN' calling it a 'quiet revolution 
in LED colour verification'. The sys- 
tem is a miniaturized, fixture- 
mounted, software driven optical 
sensor for automated LED colour 
verification. Its low cost simplicity, 
automated operation, and very 
easy fixture installation make the 
FINN the ideal alternative to risky, 
time-consuming manual inspec- 
tion or cumbersome add-on test- 
ing equipment, says the company. 
It is suitable for green, red, blue, 
clear LED verification in surface 
mount or right angle configuration. 
Cree and Nichia reach 
patent agreement 
Cree, Inc. and Nichia 
Corporation, world leaders in 
nitride LED and laser technolo- 
gy, have entered into a patent 
cross license agreement and 
settlement of litigation between 
the companies concerning alli- 
um nitride-based optoelectronic 
technology.The agreement will 
end all litigation between the 
companies and should allow 
the companies to focus more 
resources on developing tech- 
nology for next generation high 
brightness LEDs, laser diodes 
and LED based lighting. 
Noboru Tazaki, Senior 
Managing Director and 
Division Chief of the 
Optoelectronics Products 
Division of Nichia Corporation, 
said "This cross license and set- 
tlement of litigation with Cree, 
Inc. is almost he final step of 
our aggressive plan of licensing 
and settlement of patent issues 
for this year.This is also a good 
time for both companies to 
focus on the development and 
improvements in technology, 
production and market devel- 
opment." 
Chuck Swoboda, Cree's 
President and CEO stated, "This 
settlement represents an impor- 
tant step forward for Cree, 
Nichia, and the entire nitride 
optoelectronic ndustry. I 
believe this agreement is a 
recognition of the leadership 
that Nichia and Cree have 
demonstrated in both technolo- 
gy and intellectual property and 
should allow us to focus more 
of our resources on developing 
products to support he grow- 
ing demand for blue, green and 
white LEDs, as well as UV and 
violet laser diodes." 
Cree, Inc. has just reported the 
highest quarterly revenue in the 
company's history for its fiscal 
year 2003 second quarter of 
$56,727,000, a 16 percent 
increase, sequentially, and a 38 
percent increase over the 
$41,092,000 reported in the 
comparable quarter in the year 
ago period. Net income for the 
second quarter increased to 
$8,996,000, or $0.12 per diluted 
share, compared to a loss of 
$17,376,000, or $0.24 per share, 
reported for the second quarter 
of fiscal 2002. (;ross margin for 
the second quarter increased to 
41 percent of revenue as com- 
pared to 38 percent reported in 
the first quarter of fiscal year 
2003. Net margins for the 
December 2002 quarter 
increased to 16% of revenue. 
For the six-month period ended 
December 29, 2002, Cree 
reported revenue of 
$105,539,000, an increase of 25 
percent over the $84,258,000 
reported lor the comparable 
period in fiscal year 2002. Net 
income for the six-month peri- 
od was $12,879,000, or $0.17 
per diluted share, compared to 
a loss of $10,915,000, or $0.15 
per share, in the" earlier period. 
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